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not responsible to themselves.    They began         CHAP.
refuse, therefore, to recognize the laws made          *^^

England by which their commerce was controlled
The principle was one they could not yield, and
had they done so, it must have been applied to all
the   other   great   national interests   of America
which have since been developed.     The colonial
governments would have failed to handle them, as
they had failed   to   handle defence and  Indian
administration, and the  supervision of those in-
terests would have been assumed by the Imperial
Government.     The cost of administering them,
following the  precedent  of the Stamp Act and
Tea duties, would necessarily have been imposed
on the American taxpayers by Acts of a Parliament
responsible only to the people of the British Isles,
and not to those of America.    Had such a principle
ever been practicable at all, the greater national
interests of American life would have passed from
the control of their representatives to that of the
people of Great Britain.    In the end, they would
have controlled none  of their affairs other than
those which are to-day controlled by the provincial
government  of an American State.    The British
Government   had  embarked on the  one  course
which was necessarily fatal, and the result was a
revolution in which the Americans secured their
independence and the British Commonwealth was
torn asunder and brought to the verge of destruction. Results
This catastrophe resulted, within a few years, schism
in establishing responsible government as it now IsLwish
exists both in Great  Britain and in the  United j^^ble
States.    Discredited by the utter failure of his g^^
policy, George III. was obliged to acquiesce in the Britain.